
  Courses beloved by john @ Williams.edu    
Catalogue Description       Professor    grade 
1969 Spring  freshman 
Rel 102   Development of Religious Consciousness in the West 
A historical and systematic survey of the distinctive concepts which inform the complex of 
Judaeo-Christian religions, with attention both to historical developments and contemporary religious 
thought and institutions.     Conrad Van Ouwerkerk  B 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
1969 Fall  sophomore 
Poli Sci 103 American, Comparative Politics 
Advanced seminar sections paralleling the course content of Poli Sci 101, 102.  Admission determined 
by the department.  Materials studied, both in quality and number, are above the normal introductory 
level.  Course stresses comparison of political institutions, decision-processes, and class styles and 
values in the United States and selected countries.   
Admission to 103 is based on performance in secondary school or college courses dealing with allied 
subjects, as well as student interest in public affairs.          Craig Brown  B 
 
1970 Spring  sophomore 
Rel 210   Religion and Modern Secularism 
An inquiry into the religious background of and response to certain strains in modern secular thought.  
Various theories relating to the structure and dynamics of human culture, society and selfhood will be 
explored.  Special attention to be given to the thought of Tillich, Freud, Marx, Berger, Durkheim, 
Erikson, Cox and others.       H. Ganse Little  C 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
1970 Fall  junior 
Rel 101   Introduction to Religion 
A phenomenological study of primitive and civilized religion in an attempt to arrive at adequate theories 
and definitions.  Special attention given to Oriental religions in the second half of the semester. 
         Van Ouwerkerk & Courtright  B 
 
Rel 203   The Jewish Bible and the Christian Old Testament 
A selective study of historical, wisdom, prophetic and revelatory literature from the Old Testament.  
Introduction to the techniques of literary and historical criticism.  Consideration of the biblical tradition 
in relation to the individual and society.     Norm Petersen  C+ 
 
Art 317  The Art of China 
Within an investigation of the full range of Chinese art, concentration will center on ritual bronzes and 
jades, Buddhist painting and sculpture, and landscape painting.  Lectures, assigned reading, 
conferences, and field trips.  Prerequisite, permission of the instructor.   Milo Beach  B 
 
Poli Sci 335 The City  (Double credit) 
This course will cover a study of the premises of public authority including both liberal political 
philosophy and the logic of the new industrial state, an examination of pluralist politics and alternative 
views of political and ethical life, a discussion of various approaches to social change and revolution, an 
analysis of the cultural and ethnic bases of various group claims and ways of life in the city and 
investigation into different approaches to administration and education.  This course also includes 
weekly films and discussions, as well as meetings with Williams graduates and faculty members who 
have some experience of the city.  Regular and honors course for juniors and seniors. 
Prerequisite, permission of the department.    Robert Gaudino  B- 



 
1971 Spring  Junior 
Eng  w202 Creative Writing 
Practice in writing short stories, poems, or plays.  Class discussion of student work and of some 
modern poets.  Individual conferences.  Registration is limited, and a student who elects this course 
must, at the time of registration, submit a sample of his creative work for the consideration of the 
department.               visiting Professor from Barbados  A- 
   who did not return inspired poetry for which i have no copy :( 
 
Psy 310  Special Topics in Human Development  
A systematic examination from the developmental point of view of such topics as human learning, 
verbal behavior, psycholinguistics, intelligence and emotion. 
Prerequisite, Psy 101 or 102 and one other Psy    Phoebe Cramer  B 
 
Rel 302  Sociology of Religion 
An inquiry into the relationship between various religious interpretations of human experience, on the 
one hand, and patterns of cultural synthesis, social organization and personality integration, on the 
other.  Special attention will be given to forms of the primitive religious consciousness and to the 
development of Western religious institutions and sensitivities.  Conducted in the light of an intensive 
examination of the writings of Eliade, Freud, Durkheim, Weber, Troeltsch and others.   
         H. Ganse Little  C+ 
 
Rel 328  Approaches to the Study of Religion 
An examination of some of the current methodological options in the study of non-Western religions.   
The course will focus primarily on models drawn from phenomenology, structural anthropology, and 
communication theory.       Paul Courtright  B 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
1971 Fall  Senior 
Eng 333  The American Renaissance 
A study of the impact made by the Transcendentalist movement on American literature, with particular 
attention to the novel.  Issues raised will include the relationship of philosophy to literature and the 
ways in which this particular elite intellectual movement did and did not affect the nation.  Novels by 
Hawthorne and Melville, and by authors who wrote considerably before and after the rise of 
Transcendentalism, will be compared to the writings of Emerson and Thoreau.  (1800-1900; Genre) 
         William Bevis  A- 
Eng 389  Studies in Modern Literature 
The Novels and Plays of Samuel Beckett. 
Prerequisite, Eng 101 and the consent of the Instructor.      Lawrence Graver  C 
 
Rel 207  The Hindu Tradition 
A historical and phenomenological survey of Hinduism.  The course will be divided into three parts:  
(1) Vedic religion and the formation of Brahmanical Hindu religious culture in its literary, philosophical, 
and cultic expressions; (2) the rise of devotional (bhakti) religion; and (3) the "Hindu renaissance" and 
the practice of Hinduism in contemporary India.  Insofar as possible, readings will be drawn from 
translations of primary sources.           Paul Courtright  B 
 
 
 
 



Rel 301  Psychology of Religion 
An examination of the relationship between religion and the various structures and functions of the 
psyche.  Such an examination will lead to a characterization of experience, imagination, affectivity and 
cognition in their religious modality.  Beginning with the classical approaches of James, Freud and Otto, 
the course will move toward an evaluation of modern tendencies in the psychology of religion as they 
are reflected in the writings of Allport, Goodenough, Homans, Erikson, May, Pruyser and Ruemke. 
[oddly not mentioned - Paul Ricouer]          Van Ouwerkerk  B+ 
 
1972 Spring  Senior 
Phy 102  Elements of Physics 
Electricity and magnetism, electrical circuits, the electromagnetic nature of light, introduction to atomic 
and nuclear physics. 
[This early 1972 class was experimental, making use of computer-aided instruction (certainly john's first exposure 
to an interactive (3rdGen) computer interface, memorably (even after all these years) the equivalent of being 
table-side in a high-chair being lovingly mother-fed! an astounding joy!!  john, a senior, inspired to medical 
school, completed the course way ahead of the class, opening time to focus on his senior thesis Origins.]  
            (young Member of) Department  A 
 
Psy 204  Psychology of Behavior Disorders 
Social, psychological, and biological approaches to understanding disordered behavior.  Topics include 
the historical and social contexts of mental illness; psychoanalytic and learning theories of neurosis; 
psychotherapy and behavior modification; psychosomatic disorders; biochemical and psychological 
theories of psychosis.       Andrew Crider  A- 
 
Rel 402  Basic Issues in the Study of Eastern and Western Religious Traditions 
An examination of salient issues in contemporary Western religious thought.  This year focus:  
religious perspectives and the scientific imagination.  The purpose of the seminar is to provide 
the religion major with an opportunity to consolidate the insights and sensibilities acquired in the major 
sequence around an investigation into a problem being prominently discussed in the contemporary 
study of religion.  The seminar calls for independent research and for extensive student collaboration 
in defining and shaping the profile of the course.    Van Ouwerkerk A- 
 
Rel 498  Independent Study  
    Origins          Van Ouwerkerk B 
 
 
 
Compiled 2014 and final edits in 2015. 
See Transcript for complete list of courses; other than French and Math, all deserve this fuller attention. 
   


